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The Bureau of Land Management State Office is proud to
present Archaeology of Oregon by Dr. C. Melvin Aikens. This
volume presents a synthesis of the information available
concerning the prehistory of Oregon. Dr. Aikens, through
analysis of the archaeological and anthropological data, has
added the insights and conclusions that have come to him
through twenty years of concentrated study of the subject
area. The Bureau of Land Management publishes this study
as a partof its “Adventures in the Past” public outreach effort
and in recognition of its responsibility to make information
gained through its Cultural Resources Management Program
available to scholars and to the general public.
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Preface

The Northern Great Basin, the Columbia Plateau, the Pacific
Coast and Lower Columbia, the Willamette Valley, the
Southwestern Mountains: these Oregon environments have
been explored and their resources 1sed by various peoples for
atleast the last 12,000 years. The evidence of that use has been
painstakingly collected by archaeologists and historians, and
their descriptions of past lifestyles based upon that evidence
and considerable information provided by present day native
Americans have been published in hundreds of different
articles, monographs and books. Anyone wishing to learn
about the prehistory and/or history of any particular area
withintheStatecan find atleastsome of therelevantinformation
without the expenditure of a very great amount of time and

energy.

The present work was written to provide the reader a broad
vista of the various major cultures of Oregon in a single
volume. Readers who are sufficiently intrigued can fill in the
details for any area from the more specific publications listed
in the bibliography.
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Several perspectives on Oregon prehlstor'v may be offered.
Certainly one of the most valuable is by native Americans
themselves. Descriptions of Oregon’s traditional cultures

provided by direct descendants are now gaining increased
availability to the publicin today’s literature, such as The First
Oregonians recently published by the Oregon Council for the
Humanities. As is apparent, this book is predominantly
derived from scientific investigations of the archaeological
record conducted over the past 60 years. Interpretations
providedby ethnohistories, ethnographies,and archaeological
studies each add to preserving the richness and diversity of
our region’s cultural traditions.

A major goal in archaeology is to document the differing
adaptations that groups have made to the various
environments over a lengthy time period. To this goal, each
chapteris organized utilizing thesame themes. Thusattention
is drawn, for example, to the reliance on salmon in the
Columbia Gorgé versus the use of roots, seeds, and small
game in the Northern Great Basin. Such differences must not
obscure, however, thefactthat thereisafundamental similarity
in the broad utilization of available resources and in the
resulting annual movement from lowland to upland and
return. Itis useful to observe that the same broad organizing
principle is found to some degree in all non-horticultural
groups to the extent that they are free from certain constraints.
Inferences are also drawn, whenever possible, about the
changes in lifestyles that occurred through time. The lack of
major, clearly defined changes within narrow time spans is a
hallmark of GreatBasin, westernOregon, and Plateau cultures
and represents only one of a few cases where both cultureand
environment have remained stable over a period of several
thousand years. Such stability in culture has and will continue
to evoke considerable scientific interest.

Richard C. Hanes
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